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1 STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 
)SS: 

2 COUNTY OF COO K ) 

3 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

4 COUNTY DEPARTMENT PROBATE DIVISION 

5 In Re -the Estate of, 

6 Mary G. Sykes, No. 09 P 4585 

7 An Alleged Disabled. 
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10 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS of the above-entitled 

11 cause held at the Richard J. Daley Center, Courtroom 
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1 MR. WALLER: Harvey Jack Waller on behalf of 1 THE COURT: How do you spell your last name? 
2 Petitioner, Daughter carolyn Toerpe. 2 MR. MADERER: M-a-d-e-r-e-r. 
3 THE COURT: Sir, you are? 3 THE COURT: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Maderer. 
4 MR. STERN: Adam Stern, S-t-e-r-n, one of 4 MR. EVANS: I'm Scott Evans, I've known Mary 
5 the guardian ad litems. 5 Sykes, carolyn Sykes, Gloria Sykes, our mother 
6 THE COURT: Mr. Stern. 6 introduced us to them in 1995. 
7 MS. JOYCE: I'm Colleen Joyce. We'll be 7 THE COURT: Thank you, sir. 
8 filing our additional appearance on behalf of the 8 GLORIA SYKES: Gloria Sykes, Mary Sykes's 
9 daughter Gloria Sykes. 9 daughter. 

10 THE COURT: The spelling of your last name? 10 THE COURT: IS that everybody now? 
11 MS. JOYCE: J-o-y-c-e. 11 So what do we have today, Ladies and 
12 THE COURT: All right. Counsel, you are? 12 Gentlemen? 
13 MR. JOYCE: Kevin Joyce. We're related. 13 MR. STERN: Judge, we're calling -- a 
14 THE COURT: As -- sister and brother? 14 hearing on the care plan was last week and for 
15 MR. JOYCE: Husband and wife and partners, 15 guardianship and the original CP 211 was not available 
16 yes. 16 and I believe counsel has it now. 
17 THE COURT: So you're asking for leave to 17 MR. WALLER: I went to the Doctors house 
18 file an appearance on behalf of -­ 18 and got it. 
19 MR. JOYCE: That's correct. 19 THE COURT: His house? 
20 THE COURT: Is there any objection? 20 MR. WALLER: Yes, that's where we had togo. 
21 MR. WALLER: I don't believe it's an 21 THE COURT: You do what you have to do. All 
22 additional appearance, there's no appearance on file. 22 right, so I would have made the appointment on the last 
23 MR. JOYCE: Is that right? I wasn't sure 23 date, but we didn't have the doctor's report. 
24 how you handled the last hearing. 24 MR. STERN: That's correct. Now we have the 
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1 THE COURT: He withdrew his, so you want to 1 original, we only had copies before. 
2 file your appearance, okay, fine. Leave to file is 2 THE COURT: Do you have the order appointing 
3 granted, thank you. 3 and the bond? 
4 Counsel, I'm sorry. 4 MR. STERN: The bond and the temporary 
5 MS. DENISON: JoAnne Denison, and I have a 5 guardian, and we have an order, your Honor. I don't 
6 motion pending to file my appearance and it was denied 6 think the dates are filled in yet 
7 the last time. 7 THE COURT: All right. Yes, put the name 
8 THE COURT: Okay, thank you. 8 of the document, the date, guardian ad litems have no 
9 Madame? 9 objection, put their names in there as well. 

10 MS. TOERPE: carolyn Toerpe, Mary Sykes's 10 I'm trying to find the bond here. I got a 
11 daughter. 11 $6000 bond, is that sufficient? 
12 THE COURT: How's your mother? 12 MR. WALLER: It's income pretty much. 
13 MS. TOERPE: Very well. 13 There's maybe $4000 in assets and inventory plus real 
14 THE COURT: Good, glad to hear it. 14 estate. 
15 Sir? 15 THE COURT: All right, then. 
16 MR. TOERPE: Fred Toerpe. 16 MR. JOYCE: That's not included, the real 
17 THE COURT: Thank you. 17 estate? 
18 MS. PORTO: Patti Porto, P-o-r-t-o, catholic 18 MR. WALLER: No, it does not. 
19 Charities. 19 THE COURT: Weli, get the order ready. You 
20 THE COURT: Thank you, Ms. Porto. 20 folks review it -­
21 Sir, you are -- back here? 21 MR. JOYCE: We've got a couple of 
22 MR. MADERER: I'm Charles Maderer and I own 22 administrative issues to bring up. We've got three 
23 a home directly behind the Sykes's house and I've known 23 motions, Judge, and I'd like to serve them today. 
24 Charles and Mary for 30 years. .24 THE COURT: Is your appearance on file? 
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MR. JOYCE: No, it's not. 
THE COURT: Okay, get it on file, and then 

you want to file what now? 
MR. JOYCE: Three separate motions. A 

motion to vacate the 11-18 order and a motion to 
terminate the guardianship and a motion to appoint 
Ms. Sykes as guardian of the person and another sister 
as guardian of the estate, and I do have all the motions 
prepared. ' 

THE COURT: I'd like to see, especially the 
motion to terminate. I didn't even make a ruling yet, 
I'm about to make the ruling and sign the order. 

So you want me to terminate something •• 
MR. JOYCE: It was temporary and permit, so 

at this poil"!t it would just be to terminate the 
temporary. 

THE COURT: Well, the temporary becomes moot 
on the signing of the plenary ~. 

MR. JOYCE: Correct. 
THE COURT: So let's get this order entered. 
MR. JOYCE: I'm sorry to throw all this at 

once, Judge. Our appearance now will be filed to try to 
calm what I have seen, what I reviewed so far to be a 
pretty extensive history of this file. We will do our 
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best to make sure that thisis done smoothly. We 
just·- we have motions that we believe should be filed. 

THE COURT: Again, a motion to terminate 
an order I haven't even entered yet, but okay. 

MR. JOYCE: A couple of other things, 
Judge •• 

THE COURT: Do we have longer to get this 
order ready ­

MR. STERN: I'm checking dates. 
MR. JOYCE: can I bring up a couple of other 

things? 
--~ THE COURT: Sure. 

, MR. JOYCE: Gloria$ykes was not able to see 
her mom on Thanksgiving and I don't know if you want a 
written motion to this effect, but we were hoping we 
could get some kind of visitation schedule for the 
Christmas dates. 

THE COURT: All right, what do you think 
about that? 

So what would you like? 
MR. JOYCE: can we do that now? 
THE COURT: Ye,s. What do you want, the time 

and days and all that, what do you want? 
MR. JOYCE: Christmas dinner. 
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THE COURT: So what time to what time? 

MR. JOYCE: 3:00 o'clock to 8:00 o'clock. 

THE COURT: How would she get to and from? 

MR. JOYCE: Ms. Sykes. 

GLORIA SYKES: I would pick her up and bring 


her home -back to carol's house. 
MR. WALLER: I saw the plan, this is the 

first time it's been brought up in front of the bench. 
We were, you know, outside in the hall talking and no 
one brought it up. 

THE COURT: It is what it is so •• okay. 
MR. WALLER: I have to talk to my client 

about that for a second. 
THE COURT: You want to discuss it, sure. 
Anything else other than the visitation? 
MR. JOYCE: There is •• I believe that 

Ms. Denison wanted 304 language in the order denying her 
representation of Ms. Sykes, I don't know if that's an 
issue with that, and then I guess if it is appealed, 
then I wOuld represent Ms. Sykes in anything that is 
determined to be a conflict and she would I guess if •• 

THE COURT: It's this lady's order, right? 

MR. JOYCE: That's correct. 

THE COURT: So do you want the 304 language, 
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Madame? 
MS. DENISON: Yes, I'd like that. The last 

time we were in hallway, the guardian ad litems told me 
is that if you were setting for an evidentiary hearing, 
they would want 60 days for discovery, which means that 
I couldn't even appear on the case for probably three or 
four months from today and I would rather just take the 
604 language and say·· a final order, subject to 
appeal, and appeal it because four months from today, 
you know-· 

THE COURT: All right, whatever. You want 
the 304 language •• I don't know if you folks talked 
about this? 

MR. STERN: The order was presented, I 
signed the order on Tuesday or Monday afternoon, it 
was .;.. they all initialed the order, it was an agreed 
order. The United ruling gave them leave to set up for 
an evidentiary hearing, we set parameters for that. 
Ms. Denison and Ms~ Sykes both signed off on the order. 
Now it's to amend an order which they haven't even 
discussed with us and again bringing up for the first 
time •• 

' THE COURT: There is an agreement to amend 
it, they •• 
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1 MS. DENISON: No, there wasn't. I didn't 1 STATE OF IWNOIS ) 
2 sign-­ )55. 
3 THE COURT: Either there is agreement -- can 2 COUNTY OF COO K ) 

4 we talk one at a time? 3 

5 If there's agreement to amend an order from 4 DAVID J. DEMSKI, being first duly sworn on oath 

6 
7 
B 

all parties that were involved or you file a motion to 
amend it, Counsel, that's all there's to it. If you 
want to talk to these folks, maybe get some agreement, I 

5 
6 
7 
8 

says that he is a court reporter dOing business in the 
City of Chicago; that he reported in shorthand the 
proceedings given at the taking of said hearing on the 
10th day of December, 2.009, and that the foregoing is a 

9 don't know. It's the first time they're hearing it, I 9 true and correct transcript of his shorthand notes so 
10 guess so -- I don't know. 1 0 taken as aforesaid, and contains all the proceedings 
11 MR. JOYCE: Object to the 304 language -­ 11 given at said hearing. 
12 THE COURT: Call them up, find out what they 12 
13 want to do. 13 

14 MR. JOYCE: We do have these three other 14 

15 motions, could we set a briefing schedule? 
16 .THE COURT: I want to see them. Once I 15 DAVID J. DEMSKI - CSR# 084-004386 

1 7 
1 B 
1 9 
;20 

enter this order, it's not e>ienripe yet. I'll deny it 
on its face right now, it's not even ripe, I didn't even 
sign this order yet. So can we wait until we get this 
done? 

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

21 MR. JOYCE: Then, Judge, if that's where 21 
22 you're leading, I think what I'll do is -­ 22 
23 THE COURT: Counsel, you're asking me to 23 
2 4 vacate an order that I haven't seen yet. 24 

Page 10 Page 12 

1 MR. JOYCE: I'll notice them up. 
2 May I prepare an order as well, Judge? 
3 MR. STERN: Reflecting what? 
4 MR. JOYCE: Reflecting that I was granted 
5 leave to appear and the visitation with respect to 
6 OIristmas. 
7 THE COURT: Well, again, we're not agreed 
B yet, we're here to discuss it. If you want to discuss 
9 with your client, if those parameters are fine, say I'm 

1 0 fine, something about OIristmas, that would be fine. We 
11 can discuss that today. So let's pass it. 
12 MR. JOYCE: Okay. 
13 THE COURT: Very good. 
1 4 (The hearing concluded 
15 at 11:30 o'clock a.m.) 
16 
17 
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24 
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